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® Responsive to communicationls) filed on JullO^OOO 

□ This action is FINAL. nmQPrution as to the merits is closed 

in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, ^ ^ ^ wniC hever 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action ' 5 ^ period for response will cause the 

fs fonger, from the mailing date of ^J^Jme may be obtained under the prov.s.ons of 

application to become abandoned. (35 U.b.u )■ 

37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

Kl Claim(s) M5_ 



Of the above, claim(s) 

Kl Ciaim(s) 

XI Claim(s) 15__ 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims . 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration, 
is/are allowed, 
is/are rejected, 
is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



™nZZ2^ NCice o. D,a, tS p„s 0n , » ^ — 

"~ is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on ^ Approved Disapproved. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

P The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 35 y s c § n9(a)-(d). 

□ received. 

□ 

Attachment(s) 

■r? Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

'□ information Disclosure Statement!*), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Rev.ew, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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! . The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because it fails to 
contain a statement that all errors which are being corrected in the reissue apphcafion up to the 
time of filing of the oath/declaration arose without any deceptive intention on the part of the 
applicant. See 37 CFR 1.175 and MPEP § 1414. 

% The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because it fails to 
identify at least one error which is relied upon to support the reissue application. See 37 CFR 
1.175(a)(1) and MPEP § 1414. 

3. The original patent, or an affidavit or declaration as to loss or inaccessibility of the original 
patent, must be received before this reissue application can be allowed. See 37 CFR 1.178. 
4.. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

section 102 of this ■itle. if the deferences between the subject nt.tter sous P ^ ^ 

manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 1 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cote et al, or cote 
e, al and Applicant's disclosure. Cote et al. (5,248,424) discloses a system including a reservoir, 
and a skein of hollow fibers filtering membrane disposed in the reservoir containing a substrate, 
the membrane s are sealed to the headers, collecting permeate from the hollow fiber lumen 
through a permeate collection means, a pup connected to the permeate and aeration means as 
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u f , ,„s meters long (100 to 500 cm) (column 16, lines 
discloses using fibers havin 6 a length of 1 m to 5 meters long ( 

43 , 2) - a „ d cove ri n B eac hf ,o=r,o a aep, h o f a b ou„cm,o 5 c m w„ h , h epo„in 8rc si„ f ormm g 

, 24(c o,umn 9 ,,ine S , 5 ,S,co,umn,0,,ines 1 - 2 ). I .wou Wh ave b eeno b v.ous,oo„es k ,ea,n 
.^rttnentartatt.etime.einvention.asmadetoatrangetHemem.anes.stemw.th.e 

, Claims M4 are al.owed over the pnor ar, of recor, Clarms 1,4 remain allowed over 

,„e prior ar, of record as stated in the cord (OS/690,045). 

A „ y ,„ q u,rv concerningthrs—tionor earlier communications from the examiner 

shou ,d be drrected to Ana Fortuna whose telephone number is (703) 308-3857. 
Facsimile No. (703)305-77 18. 
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